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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

On the Year of the Ox,   
everyone hopes to be better

This year, to the Chinese and 
to most East Asian countries the 
first new moon falls on Friday, 12 
February 2021.  Such date is very 
significant as they celebrate 
Lunar New Year.  Lunar New Year 
is the beginning of springtime 
and marking the end of winter.  
Moreover, in countless places in 
the world, where the Chinese, 
Koreans and Vietnamese have 
developed a large community 
base, the Lunar Festival is being 
widely celebrated.  In fact, many 
people would greet each 
other “Happy Chinese 
New Year,” an alternate 
greetings to Lunar New 
Year.  It traces its origin to 
over 3,000 years ago, 
w h e n t h e C h i n e s e 
worshiped heaven and 
earth.   

Similar to Christmas for 
the Christians, the people 
observing the arrival of the 
Lunar New Year would spend 
time waiting excitedly for 
midnight to arrive and do many 
activities such as gathering 
around the table to eat grand 
dinner; lighting a firecracker; 
exchanging greetings; and 
giving gifts to loved ones and 
ne ighbors , e spec ia l l y red 
envelopes, where money are 
inserted.  This is the time for 
families to unite.  Those working 
in the cities would travel back to 
rural areas to catch up and bond 
with loved ones. It becomes a 
sort of family reunion, an event 

greatly valued by most Chinese 
and East Asians. Of course, this 
event is not exclusive to the 
Chinese, but to those who had 
been deeply influenced by this 
Chinese cultural practice.  

As the beginning of the year, 
many believe that life has to 
start anew.  Old and unnecessary 
things are being thrown away or 
disposed.  The habit of buying 
and using new things during this 
time is very much influenced by 
t h i s important event. 

To some 
an old 

b u t 
u n p r o d u c t i v e 

object or any item must be 
disposed or discarded. At times 
an element of superstitions 
come strong among those who 
observe this belief, which could 
be merely perceived as a 
product of consumerism.  In fact, 
to some extent this attitude is 
also manifested among many 
who hope to build their fortune 
and luck by acquiring anything

that spell fortune.  For instance, 
many Filipinos have adopted to 
prepare or buy different round-
shaped fruits during New Year, 
believing that such would bring 
wealth and good luck.  Others 
collect certain plants such as 
money plant, succulent plants 
and the like because owners 
hope that their wealth will 
increase.  Of recent, a lot of 
people are engaging into 
collecting plants in their home, 
not only to count the health 
benefits they produce, but also 
more on believing that these 
p l an t s wou ld he l p b r i ng 
prosperity.  

Interestingly, this year is the 
Year of the Metal Ox. The ox is 

one of farmer`s best friends. 
Traditionally, the ox has 
been a co-worker of the 
farmer.  It is considered an 
animal that is so strong, 
powerful and huge in built 

and possesses a lot of 
strength and patience. To some 
belief in the character of this 
animal could be a source of 
w i s dom and i n s p i r a t i o n , 
particularly to those who have 
lost hope and in despair for what 
the current pandemic has 
tragically brought them. Having 
faith in God however is most 
valuable than all of the above. It 
is God who is the source of all 
that is good.  The greatest source 
of all our hope is the Lord and no 
one else can ever replace that for 
those who believe.   
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While some churches had suspended temporarily holding public 
celebrations in their own parishes based on the diocesan 
memorandum pertinent to Covid-19 pandemic, other parishes 
continue to hold the sacrament of baptism as in the case of Meguro 
and Hachioji.  Observing rigorously the usual health protocols 
required in mass gathering, the sacrament of baptism were still being 
celebrated at least for the parishioners in the aforementioned parishes, where 
parents and a small number of entourage were permitted to join.  Only parents 
and godparents were allowed to join the celebration.  Friends and other 
relatives were restricted to get close to a very exclusive rite. Other relatives and 
friends are normally requested to wait or stay outside the church, especially 
when there is a planned reception especially being practiced by Filipinos, which 
is equally restricted to a small number of people.  

It has been observed that most of these infant baptisms had been 
postponed several times by their parents in the past. They are hoping for a 
more opportune occasion to have their children baptized when the pandemic 
will pass away. Covid-19 however seemed to stay longer and the parents could 
no longer wait beyond a year as their children have become bigger. 

Community News

T h i s y e a r , t h e A s h 
Wednesday falls on February 17.  
In the midst o f Cov id-19 
pandemic, how is this very 
important liturgy to Catholics 
going to be publicly celebrated?  
Just like last year, regular 
churchgoers have some clue 
how is the distribution of ashes 
going to be made.  To guide 
those who are not familiar yet 
with the possible instructions 
that normally would arise from 
t he i r l o c a l p a r i s he s , t h e 
Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Disc ipl ine of the 
Sacraments had announced last 
January 12 directing ordained 
ministers to say the formula only 
once when distributing the 
ashes to everyone present 
during Ash Wednesday.  This 
recent instruction responds 
merely in curtailing the spread of 
coronavirus during this period of 

pandemic. 

Ordained ministers are 
instructed to address all those 
present in the Church and only 
once say the formula as it 
appears in the Roman Missal, 
applying it to all in general 
“`Repent, and believe in the 
Gospel,’ or ‘Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return,`” according to its 
pronouncement. The priest then 
takes the ashes and sprinkles 
them on the head of each one 
p r e s e n t w i t h o u t s a y i n g 
anything. The Congregation for 
D i v i n e Wo r s h i p a n d t h e 
Discipline of the Sacraments is 
the office at the Vatican that

handles anything related to 
liturgical practices including 
technical matters pertinent to 
the Sacraments. 

D u e t o t h e C o v i d - 1 9 
pandemic most likely masses in 
Tokyo Archdiocese will only be 
l i m i t e d t o a n umb e r o f 
parishioners who could join the 
liturgical celebration for Ash 
Wednesday. Hopefully, the 
distribution of ashes will be 
made available to anyone who 
wan t s t o r e c e i v e i t i n a 
designated time of the day.  

Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent and a holy day 
dedicated to prayer and fasting. 
It is also a time to make sacrifices 
and giving up of something one 
truly enjoys that others may 
benefit of. Hence, the act of 
abstinence is being promoted 
and encouraged during the forty 
days of Lent.  The Church also 
inv i te s eve ry Ca tho l i c to 
approach the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.   

A new form of 
distributing ashes on  

Ash Wednesday

Baptism continues to be  
held amidst pandemic
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Community News

Not even the pandemic could 
stop the desire for the Filipino 
community to get together even 
if it has to be made virtually.  
W i th i t s co re g roup 
leaders, the GFGC held its 
a n n u a l N e w Y e a r ` s 
Gathering and General 
Assembly via Zoom last 
January 9, 2021 from 2:00 to 
5:00 PM. The gathering began 
with the usual registration that 
had entitled every participant to a raffle 
ticketed number.  This was immediately 
followed by a Eucharist presided in Tagalog 
by Fr. Edwin D. Corros anticipating the 
celebration of the Filipinos`s most famous 
religious feast of Santo Niño following the 
decision they made last year.   After the Mass

a short break was called for the general assembly to orderly take 
place. Ms. Kareem Yongque, one of GFGC`s core group members 
served as emcee. 

Top on the program was the annual report of the GFGC`s 
chair, Dr. Mel Kasuya, who had delivered a summary description 
of the various activities that GFGC had organized and delivered in 
the past year even in the midst of Covid-19 pandemic.  She 
moreover unveiled the program of activities of GFGC for 2021 
highlighting the need to gather even virtually especially because 
this year, the Philippines celebrates its fifth centennial 
anniversary of Catholicism in the country.  The Philippine Church 
has been preparing for this important big event as early as ten 
years ago.   

The participants to the GFGC gathering were likewise treated 
to a short instruction on the use of “Social Media 

Etiquettes”with Ms. Megan Sumpaico as resource 
speaker.  In between the report and a short seminar, 
participants were furthermore entertained by musical 
numbers, games and raffle draws.  At least 65 
parishioners had joined in this year`s annual 
gathering. In an extreme socially distance gathering, 
the games, specifically the Bible quiz and raffles did 
not fail to create a lot of enthusiasm and thrills.  Before 
the GFGC chairperson had declared the event officially 
close, the grand prizewinner of the GFGC raffles had 
announced to donate back her cash prize winnings of  

                5,000 yen in solidarity to the needs of the typhoon         
                victims in the  Philippines. 

(online mass celebrating the feast of Sto. Nino 
before the General Assembly)

GFGC`s virtual New Year 
Gathering held

(photos from Lourdes Sato and Redd Sumpaico)
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may emai l us a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

State of emergency suspended again church activities

Community News

With the declaration of the 
state of emergency last January 7 
by Japanese Pr ime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga attributed to the 
steady increase or spike of the 
number of Covid-19 cases in the 
country and the unexpected arrival 
of a new virus strain of coronavirus 
d i s covered in Eng land , the 
archdiocese of Tokyo had swiftly 
informed its constituents through 
i ts par ishes of the poss ible 
suspension of public masses in the 
parishes, intensifying its directives 
to observe strictly the required 
health protocols when parish 
p r i e s t s de c ide t o con t i nue 
celebrating the Eucharist in their 
parishes.  

Following the directives from 
Tokyo archdiocese, several parishes 
that CTIC missionaries are helping 
had immediately declared the 
suspension of their masses. Among 
them were Goi , K iyose and 
Kisarazu.  According to their 
Filipino leaders, they will wait until 
February 7 if Masses could already 
resume. Meanwhile, some of them 
had immediately requested to have 
Masses via Zoom, which was being 
practiced when the state of 
emergency last year was first 
declared.  Besides the Eucharist, 
other church activit ies were 
moreover suspended or cancelled, 
leaving migrant Catholics feel even 
more isolated from the church. 

(photos from internet)
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